
 

Hints and Tips  
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Online art courses by Andy Walker 

I was leading a painting holiday in Portugal when one day we all went to a 
small island to paint. We had an hour to spare at the end before the boat 
came to collect us, and had gathered together on the beach. Someone 
complained that there was nothing worth painting there – just piles of old 
rubbish and discarded plastic containers. So, the challenge was thrown out, 
and I decided to paint the rubbish!  
 
I found this pile of old fishing nets, plastic buckets, old chairs, rusty painted 
metal sheets and wooden beams, and thought “what a great painting that 
would make”. So much colour, so many interesting and overlapping shapes, 
such a great subject!  
 
So often we look out for the ‘beautiful’ or ‘pretty’ subjects to paint, but then 
our paintings can end up looking ‘chocolate boxy’ and rather twee. But when 
faced with a pile of rubbish or an industrial scene of some kind the challenge 
is to make something beautiful of it. I’ve seen great paintings of gas cylinders 
and waterworks, and no subject should be off limits.  
 

 
So next time you go out 
painting, or are looking 
through your photo collection 
for inspiration, don’t just go for 
the ‘pretty’ scenes. Especially 
when painting outdoors en 
plein air, we can spend so 
much time looking for the best 
view that there is often no 
time left to paint.  
 
Rather, don’t worry about 
what the subject is, but 
instead keep your eyes open 
for shapes, colours, tonal 
contrasts and light effects that 
inspire you.  
 
Look again at the unlovely 
scenes and see if you can 
make them lovely. Have a 
Beauty and the Beast 
moment!  It’s through your 
paintings that other people 
can see the world through 
your artists eyes.  


